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Road Toll ‘

New Zealand's road toll has been consistently
dropping for more than a decade, despite an
increase in the number of licensed drivers, more
vehicles on the road, and more powerful vehicles
becoming available. Every major Police road safety
initiative has contributed to a drop in New Zealand'’s
road fatalities.

In 2002 there were:
* 404 deaths

» 5200 hospitalisations

14,000 injuries

1.5 deaths per 10,000 vehicles
» 10 deaths per 100,000 population

We aim to reduce the road toll to no more than
300 and annual hospitalisations to no more than
4500 by 2010.

That will require a serious commitment to safer
driving and standards from everyone who uses
the road.

‘ Road Toll \

Even though the New
Zealand road toll has
been falling, 404 people
were killed on the roads
last year.

There were also 14,000
people who were injured.
Road crashes cost

New Zealanders
) $3.5 billion every year.

Excessive speed is a factor in 30% of fatal crashes
and 15% of injury crashes. More than half the cars
on the open road exceed the 100km/h speed limit.
The faster you drive, the further you travel before
you react; the longer your car takes to stop; and the
impact of a crash is much greater.

At 80km/h At 120 km/h
Reaction distance 33 metres 50 metres
Total stopping distance 70 metres 120 metres
Relative force of impact 100 225

You have only a 10% chance of surviving if you are
hit by a car travelling at 60 km/h but your chances
go up to 60% if the car is travelling at 50km/h.

For every one km/h reduction in average speeds,
there is a 3-5% reduction in the road toll. This
means that last year, approximately 20 lives would
have been saved.

Research shows that a driver who is 10 km/h over
the speed limit poses the same threat to safety as a
driver at the legal breath/blood alcohol level.

Police have a policy of zero-tolerance with any
driver caught exceeding the speed limit by more
han 10km/h. Everyone caught will get a tlcketj

Drink Driving

You are more likely to be killed by a drink driver
than by a sober one.

Last year alcohol-affected drivers contributed to a
quarter of all fatal crashes. They were also
responsible for 1 in 8 injury crashes.

Drivers who are over the limit are three times more
likely to be involved in a crash than drivers with no
blood alcohol.

Males younger than 22 account for 30% of all the
drinking drivers in road crashes. Despite the
success of the road safety campaign since 1995,
drink-driving remains a major cause of road
crashes among young people.

Police are determined to reduce the damage and
trauma caused by drink drivers.

Last year Police completed 1,677,168 Compulsory
Breath Tests and 800,355 Mobile Breath Tests -
that's nearly 2.5 million Breath Tests in a year.

Police have a policy of zero-tolerance with every
driver caught drink-driving. All detected drivers
|II be charged.
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